
Neighborhood Problem Weeds: 

- Thistles 

- Tumbleweeds (Russian Thistles) 

- Puncture Vines 

Thistles: 
BACKGROUND: Bull and Scotch thistles are native to Europe and eastern Asia.  They grow well in 
disturbed areas, pastures, road shoulders, and along canal banks. 

DESCRIPTION: This biennial plants commonly grow 3 to 8 feet tall, but it may grow as high as 12 feet. 
Rosettes may be 4 feet wide. Large, spiny leaves are covered with dense hair, giving a grayish, blue-green 
coloration.  The flowers are violet to reddish with spine tipped bracts, blooming in mid-summer. 

CONTROL: Herbicides can offer good-to-excellent control when applied between rosette and pre-bud 
stages.  Locally, a mixture of Round-Up and 2,4-D work well when spraying individual plants.  Usually two 
sprayings, approximately a week apart, are needed to kill the plant. 

                             



Tumbleweeds: 
FIRE HAZARDS: When dry, tumbleweeds can burn quickly and very hot because of their light, airy 
structure. They are a severe risk for spreading wildfires. 

ALLERGIC REACTIONS: Some people are allergic to the pollen and sap of Russian thistle. The pointy tips 
can puncture the skin of humans and animals and cause dermatitis or infection. 

DISTRUPT ECOSYSTEMS: Tumbleweeds are a highly invasive species. Due to turned-over soil from road 
grading, they will undoubtedly take over the area, displacing native plants and animals. 

CONTROL:  As with the other thistles, a mixture of Round-Up and 2,4-D work well in controlling these 
pests.  Spraying them early in the season, when they are still small, works to limit numbers. 

   



 


